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Today we have traveled through three national education policies and reached the
implementation stage of the 2020 policy through the 'Gurukul' method of Macaulay's clerical
education system. The National Education Policy, which came out in 1968, was based on the
recommendations of the Kothari Commission. It had free and compulsory education up to the age of
14, teacher training and qualification, three language formula, equal opportunity for education for all,
10+2+3 structure. 1986 policy implemented by Rajiv Gandhi. Providing equal educational
opportunities to all including women, Scheduled Castes and Tribes, establishing district education and

training institutes, immediate implementation of 10+243 pattern across the country, ensuring proper
availability of food and healthy environment in schools, opening open universities and distance
learning institutes, are major features of that policy. It was updated in 1992 when P.V. Narasimha Rao



was the Prime Minister. Provision was made to open at least one open university in every state.
Common Entrance Tests were used for admission to professional and technical courses. The National
Education Policy 2020' includes mainstreaming of out-of-school children through open school system,
emphasis on basic literacy and numeracy, changing the current education system to a new 5+3+3+4 in
the age groups of 3-8, 8-11, 11-14 and 14-18 years. Some of the important changes that will take
place are emphasis on vocational education, creation of National Assessment Center - 'PARKH' to
evaluate students, making all courses interdisciplinary. Since it will be implemented from 2022, the
pros and cons of this policy will be realized in the coming period.
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